
 

 

 

 

GIVE GIRLS A CHANCE Essay Competition for Young Nigerian Girls 2020 

Application Deadline: September 30, 2020 

Problem Statement: "Women and girls in Nigeria have been greatly impacted 
by the COVID-19 pandemic, including their work, health and education".  

The COVID-19 Pandemic is the worldwide crisis of the spreading of the Coronavirus 
disease. The disease is caused by ‘Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome Coronavirus’ (SARS-
CoV-2) which was first discovered in 2019 in Wuhan, China and quickly spread further and 
entered Nigeria in February 2020. Since then Nigeria has seen thousands of cases of the 
disease and hundreds of deaths, but the effects haven’t stopped there. The indirect effects of 
the pandemic include economic decline, civil unrest, and a general plummet in social 
welfare and the standard of living of the Nigerian people, especially that of women and girls. 
According to the UN Women, there is no crisis that is gender neutral and the COVID-19 
pandemic is not an exception. The pandemic has been shown to further illuminate the 
drastic inequalities which are apparent in societies, and the Nigerian situation is an 
example. In Nigeria’s case the pandemic threatens to undo efforts to bridge the gap in 
gender equality and further marginalize women and girls.     

 

Essay Question 

Assuming you have been appointed the Executive Director of the UN Women, discuss the 
main ways in which the COVID-19 pandemic has disproportionately affected women and 
girls in Nigeria. Highlight the ways in which this negatively affects the fight for gender 
equality in Nigeria. Furthermore, recommend to the Nigerian government some of the ways 
these effects can be mitigated to rectify these inequalities. 

Eligible Countries: Nigeria 

About the Award: The Give Girls A Chance Essay Competition is implemented as part of 
the Give Girls A Chance Foundations effort aimed at increasing access to quality education 
for the Nigerian girl child.  

The goal of this Competition is to give young Nigerian girls the opportunity to develop 
constructive and innovative ideas to address existing development challenges in Nigeria. 

The third edition, this competition aims to support voice and agency of young Nigerian girls, 
whilst leveraging the ideas and innovations led by young people in tackling some of the 
challenges facing Nigeria. 

 



 

 

 

The competition is open to Nigerian girls between the ages of 13-19, and invites the entrants 
to submit a 2,000 word essay in English addressing the question “In your own words, 
please discuss what you think the greatest impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic 
have been on women and girls and measures that the government, private 
sector and civil society can act to help them cope with the crisis.”   

Type: Essay Contest 

 

Eligibility: 

• Nigerian girls between the ages of 13-19 
• The essay must be written English and has to 2,000 words or less. 

Selection: The Essay will be reviewed by a panel of independent judges. 

The panel will be evaluating all submissions according to three criteria: (1) the quality of 
your arguments; (2) grammar and vocabulary; and (3) the overall flow of your essay. 

Number of Awardees: 3 

Value of Competition: The essay competition offers recognition and financial awards. 

• The best three essays will be published on the Give Girls A Chance website 
• The author of the best essay will receive 30,000 Naira. The second and third place 

winners will be awarded 20,000 and 10,000 Naira, respectively. 

How to Apply: Please submit your essay to the following email address 
info@givegirlsachanceng.org by September 30, 2020. The finalists will be notified by 
October 5, 2020 and the awards will be presented on the International Day of the Girl Child 
October 11, 2020. 

Award Provider: Give Girls A Chance Foundation 

 

 

 

 


